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The earth became corrupt before God; the earth was filled with lawlessness. (Genesis 6:11)
Everyone on earth had the same language and the same words. (Genesis 11:1)

‘The generation of the flood — not a remnant was left but the generation of the
dispersal— a remnant was left. Since the generation of the flood was steeped in
violent theft... no remnant was left. But as to the latter since they loved one
another, as it says: “Everyone on earth had the same language and the same
words” they survived.”

Rabbi said: How great is peace for even were Israel worshipping idols yet had
peace amongst themselves, the Omnipresent says, as if it were possible, “I cannot
overwhelm them since they have peace among themselves.”' Genesis Rabbah 38:6

In Parashat Noah there are two generations that are punished: dor hamabul, the generation of the
flood, and dor haflagah the generation of the dispersion those who tried to build the Tower of
Babel. The dor hamabul was wiped out in the flood but the dor haflagah was merely dispersed
over the face of the earth. The midrash sensitive to the language of the Torah explains why: the
dor hamabul acted with violence and lawlessness towards each other; the dor haflagah while
attacking the Kadosh Baruch Hu, lived in peace with each other.

It seems to me that the rabbis are telling us how important it is for a community to be unified and
at peace. Dor haflagah survived because of that. Even an Israel that would turn away from G-d
would have protection from divine punishment.

Just think if the generation that built the Tower of Babel, to rebel against G-d merited Divine
protection, we who are involved in the positive mitzvah of building and guiding Jewish
communities, if we were only unified and at peace with each other, how much more we could
accomplish with G-d’s blessings. Those to whom Judaism and Jewish tradition is important
should be aware of this traditional midrash and make it part of their living tradition.
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