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Notwithstanding his last, tragic encounter with wisthers, Joseph’s reception of Jacob’s
ten sons appears disturbing.
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“...and he [Joseph] spoke with them harshly and &atdem, ‘from where did you
come?’...” (Gen. 42:7)

After so many years, shouldn’t the great Joseplme- mterprets dreams, rules over
Egypt, and retains great love for his father arath®rs — forgive, or at least offer some
mercy to his brothers? Why does he accuse thdrein§ spies and why is Benjamin’s
presence needed to prove their honesty?

The Torah tells us that, as the brothers entereddurt, Joseph remembered his dreams.
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“And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had ddeafthem....” (Gen. 42:9)

Rashi suggests that at this point, Joseph redlimddcis dreams of sheaves and the sun,
moon and stars bowing to him (Gen. 37:5-9), whiztlier had infuriated the brothers,
would now be fulfilled.

The count, however, was off.

While in his dreams, eleven sheaves and eleves lstal bowed before Joseph, in his
court there were only ten brothers. The subjeatifcihese ten brothers, while likely
appeasing his hurt ego, would not fulfill the prepih of his dreams. Joseph, therefore,
had to take drastic measures to persuade the bgdthbring Benjamin to Egypt and
fulfill the Divine intention. He accused his bretis of espionage, held Simeon hostage
and demanded that the others return home and Bengmin, thereby ensuring that all
eleven brothers would prostrate themselves befione h

The bible has a long history of protagonists taldrastic actions in order to fulfill
prophecy.
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Sarah, still barren in her old age, insisted thatadham and Hagar conceive in order that
Abraham could become the father of a great nafi®éan. 16:2)

Rebecca, pregnant with feuding twins, is told bydl@wmat two nations are in her womb
and the older will serve the younger (Gen. 25:2p-2&ter, when the elder, Esau, was
about to receive the blessing from Isaac, Rebetteal 40 ensure Jacob’s position (Gen.
27:4-10).

Sarah, Rebecca and Joseph each realized thatddesykey role to play in fulfilling
God's divine plan. No matter how deterministicitloitlook, their pragmatism was a
key ingredient in bringing the end to fruition.

Many of us have been captivated by the new TV séfiash Forward. The basic
premise of the show is that the entire world lastsciousness for 137 seconds during
which they were given a brief glimpse of their Bv&x months in the future. They
received a global ‘Flash Forward’. Both empoweaad debilitated by this pre-
knowledge, the characters debate if they will singdlow time to pass to see if their
vision will be realized or if they will actively wk towards achieving a vision of the
future.

Joseph’s message is clear. God’s vision of thedus one built on a partnership

between His divine plan and our activism. It i$ydwy taking an active role in the world
that we can partner with God in His ongoing creatio

Shabbat Shalom!
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