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In two weeks, we will begin to celebrate the higilidays. In Hebrew, these days are

called oox " o> (Yamim Nora'im — Days of Awe They are auspicious, and they are
momentous. It's no wonder, then, that one of thetrpopular songs on those days is a
song %ovn tovn 1ovn” (Hayorm) — Today! Today! Today! At first glance, it makes

sense to single out our days of awe, our daysdgiment.

The Biblical equivalent of the@yn song is the book of Deuteronomy. The wanth
meaning “today” is used constantly throughout tbekoof Deuteronomy. It occurs 13
times in this week’s Torah portion alone:

1. And you shall go to the Kohen that exist in thoagsdand say to him, “I
have told the LORD your Gaabday that | have come to the land that the
LORD promised to our ancestors to give to us. (6:3

2. Today the LORD your God commands you to fulfill all teestatutes and
all these laws, and you shall keep and do them alithiour heart and all
your soul. (26:16)

3. You have declared the LORi2day to be your God, to follow His path
and keep his statutes, commandments, and lawstoahdarken to His
voice (26:17).

4. And God has declared ydoday to be for Him a treasure nation, as He
has told you — and [for you] to keep His commandisigf26: 18)

5. And Moses and the elders of Israel commanded thiemaaying: Keep
all the commandments which | command yoday. (27:1)

6. And it shall be when you cross the Jordan, youl sralct these stones
which | command youoday upon Mount Eval, and plaster them with
plaster (27:4)

7. And Moses and the priests the Levites spoke tofalérael saying: ‘Be
silent and listenfoday you become a nation for the LORD your God.”
(27:9)

8. And you shall listen to the LORD your God and dd af His
commandments and statutes, which | commandgday. (27:10)

9. And it shall be if you listen to the voice of th@ORD your God, to
faithfully follow all the commandments which | coramd youtoday, then
the LORD your God will place you on top of all thations of the land.
(28:1)
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10.And the LORD will make you as a head and not g taid you will be
above, and you will not be below, if you listerailbthe commandments of
the LORD your God which | command ydaday to faithfully follow.
(28:13)

11.You shall not stray from all the words which | cowlamd youtoday
[neither] right nor left, to follow after other gedor to worship them.
(28:14)

12.1t shall be if you do not listen to the voice oethORD your God, to
faithfully follow all of His commandments and stis which | command
youtoday, then will come all these curses and [will] cayclu. (28:15)

13.The LORD your God did not give you a heart to ustird, eyes to see,
or ears to hear untibday. (29:3)

In fact, the wordori meaning “today” occurs more in the book of Deuteray (70)
than it does in the other four books of the Fiveolgoof Moses combined (37)! The
thirteen occurrences in this week’s Torah portisnmore times than in the books of
Exodus (12), Leviticus (3) or Numbers (1).

So why is it that the book of Deuteronomy creakés litany -. .. o»n ... ovn... 0N —
today . . . today . . . today? Two commentarieg ttome fronr»vy (Rash) on this
week's reading may be enlightening. When Deutemyn®6:16 says i’y 1 nin o0
T30, This day, the Lord your God commands y&tashi comments

"DMYYY ML) DAL IPNRD ,DIVTN PYYA VI OV DI ... 717 OP77

This day . . . [means] every day it should be inryeyes as if you were just
commanded regarding them

And when Deut 27:9 say®y> n»ny mn ovn, today you became a natibRashi opines
"15922 0y NN 0PN IPIRD TV P DY HI2
Every day should be in your eyes as if you entareavenant with Gad

| think Rashi's “read” is a very poignant understiag of the litany of the worehvn in
Deuteronomy. After all, Deuteronomy is essentidlig farewell address(es) of Moses.
And like most, he is concerned that, as time passesmemory of him, and the memory
of the Jewish experience in the wilderness, willefa People will forget the closeness of
God in the wilderness — the revelation at Sinas, ttmnna from heaven, etc. Moses, as
understood by Rashi, reminds us: Treat every day asew day filled with God's
commandments, and with the closeness of the Jelatonship with God.

The message goes further: We need to see everagsiay opportunity. We should
always say h»n - Today is the day!" There is no need to wait Yom Kippur. oyn!
Should you start at Rosh Hashanah? No! Today! #mdigh we will start saying
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selichotnext Saturday night, the time to begin repentasice . Today! It's time to step
things up. To do more. To do better. It is titndearn a little bit more Torah. To do
moremitzvoth It is time to do one more act of charity»n 1ovn 1oPN.

It's time for us to tell God that we can't wait! /re ready to step closer to God today!
nnyn ovn (hayom te'amtsenu Strengthen ugday to study Youmn (Torah)! ovn
1573 (hayom tevar'cheruBless ugoday with the opportunity, ability and desire to do
miyn (Mitzvo).  nnban nx I oo Yapn ovn (hayom t'kabel berachamim
uv'ratson et tefillatenuT oday, accept with mercy and willingness our praysosthat we
may be worthy of many more tomorrows!

Shabbat Shalom!
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